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Executive Summary
A series of deep troughs crossed North America in January. Pacific moisture brought heavy
precipitation to the most of the U.S., parts of northwestern Mexico, and southern parts of Canada
along the international border. Very dry conditions, less than 40 percent of normal precipitation,
occurred in the much of western Canada, especially Alberta north of Calgary and northern British
Columbia. Near normal precipitation fell over far northwestern Mexico and parts of the Yucatan but
most of the country was well below normal.
Winter conditions remain in place across Canada and most of the U.S. Dry conditions across the
south central U.S. over West Texas, eastern New Mexico and western Oklahoma pose an elevated
risk through March, especially in dry and windy conditions. Florida remains dry through the April with
elevated risk spreading northward to southern Georgia during the spring. By April, parts of south
central Alaska and the central Prairies Provinces of Canada develop increased potential for fire.
Conditions across northern Mexico favor increased fire potential in February. By March and April, the
risk moves to the southern states.
.

Monthly fire outlook for North America for February (left), March (middle) and April 2017 (right). Red shading

indicates areas where conditions would favor increased fire activity. Green shading indicates areas where
conditions would favor decreased fire activity. Click on each image to see larger versions.
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Critical Factors
The critical factors influencing significant fire potential for this outlook period are:
El Niño-Southern Oscillation: ENSO conditions
continue to indicate a weak La Niña pattern is in
place. The latest forecast trends continue to
indicate a neutral ENSO pattern through the
northern hemisphere summer.
Drought: Persistent and significant precipitation
continued to decrease drought conditions along
the west coast of the U.S. and northwestern
Mexico. Severe to extreme drought conditions
remain only along the southern coastal ranges of
California and the far northern part of Baja
California. Some relief came to the southern
Plains and the southern Appalachians but pockets
of severe to extreme drought remain across
Oklahoma, Arkansas, and North Texas, and from
northern Alabama to western North Carolina.
Severe to extreme drought also continued along
the New England coast from New York to New
Hampshire. Pockets of severe to extreme drought
are worsening in parts of southern Mexico,
especially in Oaxaca. Abnormally dry to moderate
drought conditions continue in northwestern
Canada and along the southern Ontario-Quebec
border.
Fire Season Status: Fire activity in January was
generally light across the continent. Little to no fire
occurred in Canada or most of the U.S. Fire
activity was mainly confined to grass and brush
fires in Oklahoma and Texas. In Mexico, most fire
activity was in the northern states from Sonora to
Tamaulipas but remained relatively light.

Canada Discussion
February/March/April: Winter conditions continue
throughout much of Canada with snow reported
nationwide, including coastal areas such as
southern British Columbia that typically do not see
much snow. Snow depths are light in much of
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and the
western Northwest Territories, which could lead to
dry condition in the spring.

Top: Canadian Drought Monitor for 31 January 2017
(from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada). Middle:
United States Drought Monitor for 7 February 2017
(from U.S. National Center for Environmental
Information). Bottom: Mexican Drought Monitor for
15 January 2017 (from CONAGUA-Servicio
Meteorologico Nacional).

Current
predictions
suggest
above-normal
temperatures stretching from southern Manitoba
northwestward through the Prairies Provinces,
Northwest Territories, Yukon, and Alaska for
March and April. This warm weather could melt prairie snow cover early in 2017, which, when
combined with the expected dry conditions could lead to spring grass fires along the southern edge of

the boreal forest and the agricultural zone. The area most likely to be affected is eastern Alberta and
western Saskatchewan.

United States Discussion
February/March: Winter conditions are still in place for most of the U.S. Across the southern Plains,
heavy fine fuel loads will elevate the risk of fire activity through the typically dry and windy season for
the region. Fire potential is also elevated in Florida and southern Georgia where recent precipitation
deficits have left fuels dry. Conditions are increasingly favorable for ignitions and for fires that are
difficult to manage. Warm winter conditions in the Pacific coupled with precipitation deficits have left
Hawaii at an elevated potential for increasing wildfires. Conditions should moderate later in March as
precipitation is expected to return to normal and mitigate some of the threat.
April: Conditions in the southern Plains will moderate by April as greenup in the region increases and
precipitation is expected to return to near-normal conditions. However, drier conditions will develop
farther west, increasing potential for fire activity across West Texas and southern New Mexico. Florida
and Georgia will remain at higher risk as rainfall deficits persist and vegetation stress limits the
moderating effects of greenup. South central Alaska and parts of the eastern Interior will experience
an elevated potential for fires as warmer conditions contribute to earlier snow melt.

Mexico Discussion
February: Generally normal precipitation conditions are expected in February over most of Mexico
with a trend toward above normal precipitation from Veracruz to Oaxaca and most of the Yucatán
Peninsula. Near-normal fire potential is expected across the country with an elevated risk in
Chihuahua and Durango where windy periods could drive fire activity in warmer and drier conditions.
March/April: Above normal precipitation trends are expected to continue for the southern Gulf Coast
states, spreading northward in April. The rest of the country has near-normal precipitation. Some
drying and warmer temperatures in March will increase fire potential in the southern states of
Michoacán, Oaxaca, and Campeche. Higher potential conditions will expand in April toward
Guanajuato in central Mexico and Chiapas in the south.

Additional Information
Additional and supplemental information for this outlook can be obtained at:
United States:
National Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
http://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf
Canada:
Canadian Wildland Fire Information System
http://cwfis.cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/home
Mexico:
Servicio Meteorológico Nacional
http://smn.cna.gob.mx/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=156&Itemid=113

Outlook Objective
The North American Seasonal Fire Assessment and Outlook is a general discussion of conditions that
will affect the occurrence of wildland fires across Canada, the United States, and Mexico. Wildland fire
is a natural part of many ecosystems across North America. This document provides a broad
assessment of those factors that will contribute to an increase or decrease of seasonal fire activity.
The objective is to assist wildland fire managers prepare for the potential variations in a typical fire
season. It is not intended as a prediction of where and when wildland fires will occur nor is it intended
to suggest any area is safe from the hazards of wildfire.
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