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Executive Summary
A progressive pattern continued across North America in May, bringing slightly cooler weather to the
continent but still warmer-than-normal on the whole. Most of Canada experienced temperatures of 4°
to 8°F (2 to 4°C) above normal. The U.S. had temperatures 3° to 6°F (1 to 3°C) above normal on the
West Coast and slightly less in New England. The central U.S., however, was significantly cooler with
readings of 2° to 4°F (1 to 2°C) below normal. Temperatures in Mexico were near normal except well
above normal in the central states where readings were 4° to 8°F (2 to 4°C) above normal.
Precipitation in the above normal over much of Canada for the month but parts of western provinces
received 3 to 4 inches (75 to 100mm) above normal. In the U.S., the Plains received above normal
precipitation with parts of Texas experiencing record flooding. Tropical Storm Colin brought heavy rain
to the Southeast and Mid-Atlantic coasts. Parts of the Intermountain West also received above normal
precipitation with slow-moving lows that traversed the region. The West coast remained dry with the
deep Southwest and the central Gulf States showing large deficits. Mexico had normal to above
normal precipitation in May with a few dry areas in the deep southern states and along the Gulf coast.
May was very active for Canada, especially in Alberta where hot and dry conditions early in the month
led to significant numbers of fires and hectares burned. The Fort McMurray fire, still classified as out
of control, burned 581,956 hectares (1,438,044 acres) as of June 8. British Columbia, Manitoba and
Ontario were also quite active. The U.S. season became active in May but cool and wet conditions
kept fires and acres burned well below normal. Wildland fires remained active across central and
southern Mexico through May.

Monthly fire outlook for North America for June (left), July (middle) and August (right). Red shading indicates

areas where conditions would favor increased fire activity. Green shading indicates areas where
conditions would favor decreased fire activity. Click on each image to see larger versions.
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Critical Factors
The critical factors influencing significant fire potential for this outlook period are:
El Niño-Southern Oscillation: ENSO conditions
are about neutral and continue trending toward
developing La Niña conditions. Warm conditions
are expected to remain in place across most of
Canada and the northern and eastern U.S. with
normal to slightly cooler-than-normal conditions in
the U.S. Interior West. Wet conditions will continue
over the Interior West into July and across the
South. Dry season conditions will dominate the
West Coast. Lingering effects of El Niño will
remain a factor as a Mexico enters its dry season
but should decrease as the trend to neutral and La
Niña progresses.
Drought: The North American Drought Monitor
from 30 April 2016 (top right) indicates severe to
exceptional drought over the southwestern U.S.
with the worst conditions in California and western
Nevada and some improvement over the northern
Rockies. Drought conditions in Canada increased
over central and northern British Columbia,
northern Alberta and northern Saskatchewan.
However, heavy precipitation in late May over
central and northwestern Alberta mitigated some
drought severity. Veracruz, Oaxaca, the Yucatan
Peninsula and northwestern Mexico are still
experiencing dry conditions. Anomalously dry
areas continue across central and western Mexico.
Fire Season Status: Increasing wildfire activity in
the northwestern Canadian provinces was largely
driven by high temperatures and windy conditions
across very dry fuels. Cool and generally moist
conditions in May across much of the Interior West
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California, and parts of the Northwest. This trend
will continue as the heat of summer sets in and
more fuels become receptive to fire. Continued cold frontal passages into Mexico kept cold and wet
conditions across northern Mexico, even down to central Mexico due to the unusual winter storm,
reducing fire potential temporarily. Fires kept increasing in central and southern states during the
second half of March.

Canada Discussion
June 2016: As the El Niño collapses, fire danger levels are expected to return to seasonal values
throughout much of Canada. Dry conditions persist in the western Boreal forests from the Yukon
through southern Northwest Territories, northern Alberta, and into Saskatchewan and western
Manitoba, maintaining the potential for fire activity. Fire danger in Ontario will fluctuate due to
alternating warmth and intermittent rain.

July 2016: As La Nina takes hold, fire danger conditions are expected to subside throughout all of
Canada. Cooler, moister weather will prevail in southern British Columbia while conditions will also
subside in Ontario.
August 2016: Fire danger conditions will likely continue to subside to lower levels throughout much of
Canada, with an early end to the season beginning in September.

United States Discussion
June 2016: An unsettled pattern in May will continue through June as slow-moving lows pass through
the western U.S., bringing cooler and sometimes showery weather to the intermountain region. This
will slow the onset of seasonal fire activity. Periods of hot and dry conditions will allow some fires to
start, especially around the periphery of the western states in areas like New Mexico, Arizona,
California and the Pacific Northwest. Much of the central and southern U.S. have received significant
precipitation over the past couple of months and are well into the summer minimum of fire activity.
Alaska can also see significant fires in June but recent mild conditions and periodic precipitation have
kept fire activity low. Lack of significant lightning has also reduced some fire potential. Long-term dry
conditions in Hawaii have increased the potential for fires.
July 2016: Fire season is typically reaching a peak in July. Small inputs of precipitation across the far
Southwest over the winter and spring did little to eliminate the severe or worse drought conditions,
especially in southern California and the western Great Basin. However, they were timed well enough
to give rise to an increase in fine fuels that by July will be well cured and available to burn. Lower and
mid elevations should be most susceptible to fire although drought and insect mortality have
increased the potential for higher elevation timber fires. Lingering hot and dry conditions with a
delayed monsoon will keep parts of Arizona at risk a bit deeper into the month that normal. Most of
the remainder of the West should also see a fair amount of wildland fire but this is the normal in July.
Conditions in the Plains return to normal as precipitation surpluses from the winter and spring dry.
August 2016: The monsoon should establish itself into the Southwest by early August, reducing fire
potential in Arizona with increased humidity and more widespread precipitation associated with
convection. Fires will still be possible but these are usually of short duration and smaller in size.
Farther west and north, conditions will continue volatile in southern and central California through the
western and northern Great Basin. Moisture at the edges of the monsoon is usually a good source of
ignitions from thunderstorms that do not produce much rain. At the height of the summer heat, these
can become large and long-duration fires. Fuel conditions remain primed for above normal fire
activity.

Mexico Discussion
June 2016: Precipitation trend analysis indicates that most of the territory will see near normal values
in June. Tabasco, northern Chiapas, central Oaxaca, San Luis Potosi, northern Hidalgo, eastern
Tlaxcala north of Queretaro and Guanajuato, and south and central Veracruz will see normal
conditions of fire potential. Fire potential, however, will remain high central and southern Mexico
where early spring grasses will cure in expected and hot and dry conditions across the region. In
northern Mexico, elevated potential is expected due to the high temperatures and persistent dry
conditions in the states of Sonora, Sinaloa, Durango, western Chihuahua and northern Baja
California. In northeastern Mexico a small dry pocket persists in the states of Southern Tamaulipas,
Northern Veracruz and eastern San Luis Potosí that will keep the fire potential above normal.
July 2016: Once the rainy season is well established, wildfire potential will decrease in southern and
central Mexico and the Yucatan Peninsula where normal conditions are expected. Long range
forecasts indicate that northwestern and western states will experience below normal precipitation
with a weaker and delayed monsoon. Along with above normal temperatures and a possible late

monsoon, it is likely that fire potential will remain elevated in Michoacán, Jalisco, Colima, Nayarit,
Southwestern Zacatecas, Sinaloa, western Durango, Sonora, Chihuahua and North of Baja California
August 2016: By August, the monsoon should be well-established across northwestern Mexico
(except Baja California). This should help raise soil moist enough to increase vegetation growth and
greenup in most of the Mexican territory. Fire potential will decrease to normal for almost all the
national territory by the end of July and during August. The only exception will be northern Baja
California where even though above normal precipitation is expected, the area is still in its dry season
and in long-term drought conditions that will not improve enough to mitigate the fire potential.

Additional Information
Additional and supplemental information for this outlook can be obtained at:
United States:
National Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
http://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf
Canada:
Canadian Wildland Fire Information System
http://cwfis.cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/home
Mexico:
Servicio Meteorológico Nacional
http://smn.cna.gob.mx/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=156&Itemid=113

Outlook Objective
The North American Seasonal Fire Assessment and Outlook is a general discussion of conditions that
will affect the occurrence of wildland fires across Canada, the United States, and Mexico. Wildland fire
is a natural part of many ecosystems across North America. This document provides a broad
assessment of those factors that will contribute to an increase or decrease of seasonal fire activity.
The objective is to assist wildland fire managers prepare for the potential variations in a typical fire
season. It is not intended as a prediction of where and when wildland fires will occur nor is it intended
to suggest any area is safe from the hazards of wildfire.
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